The third contention is that sterilization, by permitting their discharge from institutions, would conduce to the greater happiness of defectives.
It is perfectly true that a certain number of defectives do resent such detention. They object to the routine and the discipline, they dislike having to do any work, they would much rather be released from all oversight and control and be where they could do exactly what they pleased, how they pleased and when they pleased. Almost invariably, however, these are the very persons who have proved their utter incapacity for social adaptation, who are so fickle and unstable that no one will employ them, and for whom the supervision, against which they fret, is absolutely necessary in their own interests.
It is exceedingly doubtful whether such persons would be any happier outside than inside an institution. It follows that the adoption of wholesale sterilization would result in far more harm than good, and that whilst there are probably some particular cases in which it would be an appropriate and justifiable procedure, the number of these is so relatively small, the practical difficulty of restricting it to them so considerable, and the danger of its extension, and the disastrous consequences which would follow, so great, that we should not risk even the introduction of such a hazardous proposal.
